
 
DVD Master Tape Preparation Specifications 

 
 
Formats preferred :  Digital BetaCam   4:3 NTSC SD 
   Digital BetaCam   16:9 NTSC SD*   
   BetaCam SP   4:3 NTSC SD 
    
   *Anamorphic must be indicated on label. 
 
Formats accepted: 1”     4:3 NTSC SD 
   ¾”    4:3 NTSC SD 
   DVCam   4:3 NTSC SD 
   Mini-DV   4:3 NTSC SD 
 
General guidelines –  
 

• Video 
§ All video tapes needs Color Bars and 1khz Audio Tones for 30 

seconds at 00:59:00:00 
 

§ Content must start at 01:00:00:00 
 

§ Accurate Start TC and End TC indicated on outer label. 
 

§ For chapter points, a frame accurate log must be included with the 
tape. 

 
§ Indication of Non-drop frame or Drop frame MUST be included 

 
• Audio 

§ Digital audio at 48K 
 

§ Head tones at –20dbFS digital; -0UV Analog 
 

§ Audio needs to be level consist between segments and/or multiple 
tapes  

    


